Believe, Aspire, Try, Succeed.

Our vision for the future
is to ensure that every pupil reaches
their full potential and develops into
ambitious lifelong learners, who are
ready to be valued citizens of Wales
and the world.
Through engaging learning experiences,
we nurture confidence, curiosity and
creativity as we promote bilingualism,
wellbeing, sustainability and
aspiration, in an inclusive Christian
environment.
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Believe, Aspire, Try, Succeed.

Ein gweledigaeth ar gyfer
y dyfodol yw sicrhau bod pob disgybl yn
cyrraedd eu llawn botensial ac yn
datblygu’n ddysgwyr gydol oes
uchelgeisiol, sy’n barod i fod yn
ddinasyddion gwerthfawr o Gymru a’r
byd.
Trwy brofiadau dysgu difyr, rydym yn
meithrin hyder, chwilfrydedd a
chreadigrwydd wrth hyrwyddo
dwyieithrwydd, lles, cynaliadwyedd a
dyhead, mewn amgylchedd Gristnogol
gynhwysol.
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Our Christian Values are:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Generosity
Compassion
Courage
Respect
Forgiveness
Friendship
Thankfulness
Trust
Service
Perseverance
Justice
Truthfulness

We constantly strive to create a school environment which is caring
and inclusive. Our school is known within Ruthin for its warm, friendly,
family atmosphere and Christian ethos where children feel valued and
secure. We encourage an understanding of the meaning and
significance of faith and promote Christian values through the
experience we offer to all of our pupils.

OUR SCHOOL CONTEXT

Ysgol Borthyn Voluntary Controlled, Church in Wales

Community

Our school is in the town of Ruthin, Denbighshire. The majority of pupils come from the local area. We
provide education for approximately 100 pupils aged from three to eleven. We offer nursery provision for
the morning sessions.
We have a good relationship with Borthyn Bunnies and the Afterschool Club, therefore, we can offer wrap
around care for all our pupils.

Christian Ethos

Recognising its historical foundation, the school will preserve and develop its religious character in
accordance with the principles of the Church in Wales and in partnership with the
Church at parish and diocesan levels.
Our school aims to serve the community by providing an education of the highest quality within the
context of Christian belief and practice. We encourage an understanding of the
meaning and significance of faith and promotes Christian values through the experience it offers to all its
pupils.

Learners

The number of pupils eligible for free school meals is 34%.
About 5% of pupils have English as an additional language.
We have identified 48% of pupils as having additional learning needs (including monitoring).

Welsh Culture

At Ysgol Borthyn, we predominantly teach through the medium of English but with significant use of the
Welsh Language. The home language of nearly all pupils is English. Learner celebrate the Welsh language,
culture and heritage throughout their work. We have a strong focus on Cymraeg Campus, participate in
national celebrations and offer residential trips to Pentrellyncymer, Glan Llyn and Cardiff

We asked our parents to describe our school in
three words. This WordCloud encompasses the
main words fed back to us. We are often praised
for our family, inclusive and supportive approach.
Parental engagement is important to us.
Throughout the year we hold various parent
workshops, provide clear communication via
Seesaw and offer support to parents with help and
advice when supporting their child at home.

Our Twitter feed, Borthyn
App and Pupil Press keeps
parents updated regularly.

What do we mean by ‘Curriculum’?
A school curriculum is everything a learner experiences in
school. When designing Ysgol Borthyn’s curriculum we have the
needs of learners at the forefront of our mind. We carefully
consider WHAT we teach, HOW we teach it and WHY we teach
it.
Through a engaging topics and incorporating Pupil Voice, our
curriculum design provides high quality teaching experiences
which ignites learning and creates excitement amongst our
children in the classroom and beyond.

DESIGNING OUR CURRICULUM
1: Principles & Purpose
Determining the intent of our curriculum
2: Entitlement & Enhancement
Determining our learner offer
3: Breadth & Balance
Determining the content of our curriculum
4: Pedagogy
Planning the delivery of our curriculum
5: Progression & Assessment
Planning to ensure progression
6: Review & Evaluate
Decide what works well and what areas need improvement
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WHY – The Four Purposes
The Four Purposes are at the heart and core of
Ysgol Borthyn’s curriculum.
Every topic begins with a
‘Big Task’ which focuses on
each of the four purposes.

@impact.wales

In our school, all our children will be supported
into:
ambitious capable learners – and are willing to
learn throughout their lives;
enterprising, creative contributors – and are
ready to play a full part in life and work;
ethically, informed citizens – and are ready to
be citizens of Wales and the wider world
healthy, confident individuals - and are ready to
lead fulfilling lives as valued members of our
society.

WHY – The Four Purposes
Meet our Curriculum Crew!
To make the Four Purposes more child-friendly, we have created our own Four Purpose characters.
Here they are - you can see them in all of our classrooms and around the school.

WHY – Our Parents’ Vision
The Four Purposes, our school vision, and
the aspirations of our parents of what sort
of adult they want their children to be, all
link well with one another.

WHAT – AREAS OF LEARNING EXPERIENCE
Our curriculum is divided into six Areas of Learning
Experiences (AOLE’s). The AOLE’s are:
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WHAT – WHAT MATTERS STATEMENTS
The Curriculum for Wales gives us the freedom to design our own content based on the 27
What Matters Statements in each Area of Learning Experience (AOLE’s). We develop pupil’s
skills and content to extend and deepen their understanding to ensure progression in learning
appropriate to each pupils’ developmental stage.

Expressive Arts

Health and Wellbeing

What Matters Statements for the 6 Areas of Learning and Experience

Humanities

Mathematics and
Numeracy

Languages, Literacy &
Communication

Exploring the expressive arts is
essential to developing artistic skills
and knowledge and it enables learners
to become curious and creative
individuals

Developing physical health and wellbeing has lifelong benefits

Enquiry, exploration and investigation
inspire curiosity about the world, its
past, present and future

The number system is used to
represent and compare relationships
between numbers and quantities

Responding and reflecting, both as
artist and audience, is a fundamental
part of learning in the expressive arts

How we process and respond to our
experiences affects our mental health
and emotional well-being

Events and human experiences are
complex, and are perceived,
interpreted and represented in
different ways

Algebra uses symbol systems to
express the structure of mathematical
relationships

Our natural world is diverse and
dynamic, influenced by processes and
human actions

Geometry focuses on relationships
involving shape, space and position,
and measurement focuses on
quantifying phenomena in the
physical world

Expressing ourselves through
languages is key to communication

The world around us is full of living
things which depend on each other for
survival

How we engage with social influences
shapes who we are, and affects our
health and well-being

Human societies are complex and
diverse, and shaped by human actions
and beliefs

Statistics represent data, probability
models chance, and both support
informed inferences and decisions

Literature fires imagination and
inspires creativity

Matter and the way it behaves defines
our universe and shapes our lives

Healthy relationships are fundamental
to our well-being

Informed, self-aware citizens engage
with the challenges and opportunities
that face humanity, and are able to
take considered and ethical action

Creating combines skills and
knowledge, drawing on the senses,
inspiration and imagination

Our decision-making impacts on the
quality of our own lives and the lives
of others

ADD A FOOER

Languages connect us

Science and Technology

Understanding languages is key to
understanding the world around us

Being curious and searching for
answers is essential to understanding
and predicting phenomena

Design thinking and engineering offer
technical and creative ways to meet
society’s needs and wants

Forces and energy provide a
foundation for understanding our
universe
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Computation is the foundation for our
digital world

WHAT – CURRICULAR RESPONSIBILITIES
Our Ysgol Borthyn curriculum embeds the mandatory cross-curricular skills,
integral skills and cross-cutting themes, which underpin the Four Purposes of
the Curriculum and important life skills.

3 Cross Curricular Skills
Literacy
• Develop listening, reading, speaking and
writing skills
Numeracy
• Be able to use numbers and solve
problems in real-life situations.
Digital Competency
• Be confident users of a range of
technologies to help them function and
communicate effectively and make sense
of the world.

Integral Skills

Creativity & Innovation

5 Cross Cutting Themes

Local, national and
international context

Careers and work related
experience

Diversity

Human Rights and the
United Nations
Conventions on the
Rights of the Child
(UNCRC)

Critical Thinking & Problem
Solving
Planning & Organising
Personal Effectiveness

Relationships and
sexuality education

WHAT – Religion, Values and Ethics (RVE)
Throughout its history Wales has welcomed people of different faiths and from different
cultures, and via its teaching of the subject of religion, values and ethics, the Church in Wales
supports an approach which promotes the understanding of and respect for all religions,
beliefs and non-religious world views, thus reflecting the diversity that exists in our forward-

Sub Lenses

looking Welsh society (Church in Wales)

WHAT - OUR YSGOL BORTHYN NON-NEGOTIABLES
At Ysgol Borthyn we aim to enrich and broaden our curriculum through real-life learning opportunities
within our locality and further afield. Our pupils are entitled to a variety of non-negotiables that enhances
their personal learning journey and development.

Readiness for
Learning

As part of the Readiness for Learning initiative, we have developed the Borthyn BATS - BELIEVE,
ASPIRE, TRY and SUCCEED (BATS). We strive to believe in ourselves, as God believes in us; aspire to
be amazing in everything we do; try our very best, without giving up and keep our mindset growing
in order to succeed. Our pupils are proud of our Borthyn BATS song.

Health &
Wellbeing

On Well-being Wednesdays our pupils have one session to focus on the Five Ways to Wellbeing.
There are various areas in the school that pupils can take care of their wellbeing including
Reflection Areas, a Prayer Garden and Sensory Room. Every other Wednesday we have a class
visiting Reverend Stuart at church to participate in Wellbeing activities.
Growth Mindset has a strong focus in every class.

Ysgol Borthyn
Senedd

The Ysgol Borthyn Senedd runs every week in school. All pupils are given the chance to use their
voice and share their ideas. The Senedd commitee groups are:
• School Council - Raise money and awareness for different causes and charities.
• Christian Values - Sustain the Christian ethos in school and promote our half-termly Christian
value.
• Pupil Press - Share and communicate school news with our families and the community.
• Cymraeg Campus - Promote the Welsh language and promote a sense of belonging.
• Healthy Bodies - Inspire others to have an active lifestyle and eat healthy food.
• Healthy Minds - Encourage wellbeing and sustainability across the school.

Immersion
Weeks

We have stand-alone topic weeks called ‘Immersion Weeks’. These include ‘Cynefin’, ‘Proud to be
Welsh’, ‘Fairtrade Fortnight’ and ‘eSafety’.
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WHAT – READINESS FOR LEARNING (NON-NEGOTIABLE)

Believe, Aspire, Try, Succeed.
We set high expectation for all of our pupils to encourage vital engagement in learning, promote
individual and collective well-being and embrace diversity through our school motto - ‘Borthyn
BATS’.

We have our very own Borthyn BATS song to
help remind us to believe, aspire, try and
succeed. We have created BATS stories to
help pupils connect with their learning
powers. The pupils earns tokens when they
demonstrate these in the classroom and in
other areas around school. They use these
tokens to vote for rewards set by our School
Council.

WHAT – HEALTH & WELLBEING (NON-NEGOTIABLE)

Every Wednesday, each class participates in Wellbeing Wednesday. Activities focus on the Five
Ways to Wellbeing:

We link in with Llanfwrog Church
regularly to participate in activities
that are linked to our half-termly
Christian Values.

WHAT – YSGOL BORTHYN SENEDD (NON-NEGOTIABLE)

All of our pupils are involved heavily with the Ysgol Borthyn Senedd. Each committee focuses on a
participate aspect of the school. The Senedd ensures Pupil Voice an engaging in the wider aspects
of school life .

Senedd

Aims

School Council

Raise money and awareness for different causes and charities.

Christian Values

Sustain the Christian ethos in school and promote our half-termly
Christian value.

Cymraeg Campus

Promote the Welsh language and promote a sense of belonging.

Healthy Minds

Encourage wellbeing and sustainability across the school.

Healthy Bodies

Inspire others to have an active lifestyle and eat healthy food.

Pupil Press

Share and communicate school news with our families and the
community.

WHAT – PLANNING
At Ysgol Borthyn, our planning focuses on four ‘Big Tasks’ each linked to the Four Purposes. Every activity is carefully devised to match the ‘Big
Tasks’ and incorporate the Literacy, Numeracy and Digital Competency skills from the Whole School Curriculum Map and the six AOLE’s, which
ensures breath and balance. We provide a thematic approach to our learning in creating an imaginative, innovative and flexible curriculum
which inspires and motivates our pupils through various topics.

Our Whole School Curriculum Map outlines
the 3 Cross Curricular skills to cover for each
term.

We also participate in Immersion Weeks
including ‘Cynefin’, ‘Proud to be Welsh Week’,
‘National Coding Week’ and ‘Fairtrade
Fortnight’.

HOW – Pupil Voice
At Ysgol Borthyn, we use Pupil Voice to influence
lesson ideas and challenge/mission areas.
To develop pupil independence, every class has
Rainbow Challenges (Foundation Phase) or Missions
(Key Stage 2) to enhance or consolidate learning.
Pupil Voice is heavily incorporated into topic, challenge
or mission ideas.

HOW – 12 PEDAGOGICAL PRINCIPLES

Create authentic
contexts for learning

Encourage learners to
take responsibility for
their own learning

Support social and
emotional
development and
positive relationships

Encourage
collaboration

Sustained pupil effort
to reach high but
achievable targets

Employing a broad
repertoire of teaching
approaches

Promote problem
solving, creative &
critical thinking

Build on previous
knowledge &
experience to engage
interest

Use assessment for
learning to accelerate
progress

Make connections
within and across
Areas of Learning and
Experience

Reinforce Cross
Curricular
Responsibilities,
Literacy, Numeracy and
Digital Competence

Focus on the 4
purposes

What a ‘perfect’ lesson looks like

HOW – SHIRLEY CLARKE

To encourage
collaboration,
the pupils
change Talking
Partners every
week.

We eliminated ability groups
so pupils choose their own
level of challenge

Growth Mindset, The
Learning Pit analogy and
Borthyn BATS stories supports
resilience and development

WHAT – PHASES
At Ysgol Borthyn we have arranged the Progression Steps into ‘phases’
linked to our Borthyn BATS. The LNF & DCF Coordinators ensure
continuity and progression across the whole school.
The Progression Steps are a continuum of learning from age 3 to 16. This allows space for a

PS3

variety of diversion, repetition and reflection as learners’ thinking develops over time to
new levels of sophistication. We monitor learner progress being made on a daily basis and

Sky’s the Limit

over a period of time, then use this to reflect on our practice.

PS2
Flying High

PS1
Flying the Nest

WHAT – PURPOSES OF ASSESSMENT
Our three main assessment focuses are:
1. To support individual learners on an ongoing, dayto-day basis.
2. To identify, capture and reflect on individual learner
progress over time.
3. To understand group progress in order to reflect on
practice.
We assess and monitor our learners
literacy and numeracy skills, as well as
their wellbeing and attitude towards
learning.

Regular professional dialogues between
colleagues enable us to have a shared
understanding of progression and
supporting learners along the learning
continuum.

We utilise various assessment strategies as
an overarching purpose within the
curriculum to support every learner to
make progress.

WHAT – PURPOSES OF ASSESSMENT
Our three main assessment focuses are:

We have updated our Feedback Policy to
include ‘active marking’.

1. To support individual learners on an ongoing, dayto-day basis.
2. To identify, capture and reflect on individual learner
progress over time.
3. To understand group progress in order to reflect on
practice.

WHAT – PURPOSES OF ASSESSMENT
Our three main assessment focuses are:

Setting individual targets

1. To support individual learners on an ongoing, dayto-day basis.
2. To identify, capture and reflect on individual learner
progress over time.
3. To understand group progress in order to reflect on
practice.

Editing & Improving Work

Peer and Self Assessment

WHAT – PURPOSES OF ASSESSMENT
Our three main assessment focuses are:

As a school, we wanted to keep a digital tracker to record individual learner
progress, highlight areas of concern and be the basis of our professional
tracking meetings.
By being part of the Reform group with a local cluster cluster, we have been
able to share and adopt useful resources, thus including the tracker.

1. To support individual learners on an ongoing, dayto-day basis.
2. To identify, capture and reflect on individual
learner progress over time.
3. To understand group progress in order to reflect on
practice.

The tracker collects data from
the National Test results,
Parallel Spellings, PASS and
Reception Baseline.

WHAT – PURPOSES OF ASSESSMENT
Our three main assessment focuses are:

1. To support individual learners on an ongoing, dayto-day basis.
2. To identify, capture and reflect on individual
learner progress over time.
3. To understand group progress in order to reflect on
practice.

During the meetings, we use the Brick-Wall attainment to
monitor progress in literacy and numeracy for every individual.
This is a holistic view of the child at that moment in time.
We identify supported pupils and those needing to be
stretched further (MAT). The ALNCO is involved in all meetings
to devise a whole-school interventions map based on the
needs of learners.

WHAT – PURPOSES OF ASSESSMENT
Our three main assessment focuses are:

1. To support individual learners on an ongoing, dayto-day basis.
2. To identify, capture and reflect on individual learner
progress over time.
3. To understand group progress in order to reflect on
practice.

Booster Groups
and
Interventions
National test data is tracked from Year 2 to Year 6. This is maintained within one Excel
document. Cohort data is grouped for pupils attaining standardised scores of below 85,
pupils attaining between 85 and 115 and then pupils achieving above 115. We also monitor
groups between 96-115.
This allows the school to focus on year groups requiring additional need and also allows
staff the opportunity to support and stretch groups of children depending on their
progress.

WHAT – COMMUNICATING WITH PARENTS

End of Year Reports
Parent Workshops
Parents Evenings

